
West Bridgewater Historical Commission 

Meeting Minutes 

October 15, 2018 

 

Location:  West Bridgewater Town Hall – Small Conference Room 

Called to Order:  7:00 P.M. 

Physically Present:  Commission Members Bob Bevis, Joan McAndrew, Tom McAndrew, and Chris 

Newman 

Remotely Present:  Jon Ames 

Medically Excused:  Dorna Bevis 

Quorum met with four of six members physically present, plus one member participating remotely. 

Bob announced that with a member participating remotely he understood that all votes required a roll 

call.  All physically present members as well as Jon responded present to the roll call. 

Tom distributed copies of the minutes of September 12, 2018 meeting.  After review Chris noted four 

typos and one correction, Joan seconded and Bob called the roll.  All members present and remote 

voted to accept the minutes as corrected and the motion passed unanimously. 

Warren E. Turner arrived at the meeting at 7:15 P.M. 

Joan reported the Operating Budget balance is $1,622.00 and the Museum Donation Account balance is 

$4,189.95. 

At 7:23 P.M. Bob acknowledged Warren’s presence and turned the floor over to him. 

Warren explained that he was coming before the Commission in support of restoring or at least 

preserving the Old Skim Milk Bridge.  He went on to explain that as a child he spent countless hours 

fishing from the large rock that was the center span of the bridge.  He said that he had done research 

that showed that the bridge was constructed between 1704 and 1710, also it is possible that the bridge 

may be the oldest of its kind in the United States.  Warren went on to explain that recently the State 

acquired a parcel of land adjacent to the bridge and that a resultant title search shows that the State 

and the Town jointly own the bridge.  He continued that this opens the door to applying for grant money 

to restore the bridge.  He said two things are needed, first to declare the Old Skim Milk Bridge as historic 

to the history of West Bridgewater and second someone has to be willing to accept responsibly for the 

bridge maintenance.  Warren went on to say that the Selectmen suggested it should be the West 

Bridgewater Historical Commission to accept maintenance responsibility.  

Bob thanked Warren for his presentation and responded that he is sure the Commission will supply a 

letter declaring the Old Skim Milk Bridge as historic to the Town of West Bridgewater, but added that 

the Commission Members are no “Spring Chickens” and would not be able to maintain the bridge area 

and suggested that the D.P.W. should be responsible for the bridge site maintenance. 
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Warren thanked the Commission and told them that he would ask for the historic designation letter 

when the time came. 

The members thanked Warren for his presentation and he left the meeting at 8:04 P.M. 

The meeting returned to the agenda. 

Bob reported no correspondence that would require action from the Commission. 

Bob then addressed old business items listed on the agenda.  He reported as follows: 

1. We can’t use the Town Hall driveway on the south side of the Town Hall and the Commission 

will have to work on the Town Museum signage issue over the Winter. 

2. The recent Boston Post Cane presentation went very well. 

3. We will need more wall space in the Town Hall WBHC office for the seven-foot-tall bookcase 

that is now located in the lunch room. 

4. There has been no feedback from the Fire Department on the Combination One fire truck. 

5. Chris Iannitelli is getting a price on the Drury Bell roof repair. 

6. The Commission vacancy situation was brought up at the recent Board of Selectmen’s meeting. 

7. Work is continuing on the CPC/Museum roof/Foundation funding request. 

 

 

On new business Joan said that she would get in touch with Wade Smith of Ira Smith Truck Rental & 

Repair for transporting three museum display cases donated by FAE Displays of Boston. 

Bob asked if there was any more new business.  Hearing none, Chris moved to adjourn, Joan seconded 

and Bob called the roll.   All physically present members as well as Jon voted to adjourn and the motion 

to adjourn passed unanimously. 

 Meeting adjourned at 8:23 P.M. 

Next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday November 13, 2018 at 7:00 P.M. in the Town Hall Small 

Conference Room. 

Respectfully submitted by Tom McAndrew. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 


